The Man Born Blind {John 9:1-3)

In che goespel of Jobun, the few mivacies recorded &gé intyvoduced zob
go much for thelr own gake, 1t seems, a8 %acéw@@ ef thﬁ.ﬁisa@urgé and
actions surrounding them.

As our story beging, we find Jesus in retreat from the precincts
of the temple, after almost belng stonad by the envaged Jews. Bul
as “he passed by.” he saw a blind man sitting to beg, and recognized
rhat he had been blind from his bhirth, Such a condition would have been
hopeless, even to modere scientists. The diseiples probebly noticed
the Ssviour's concern, and ses an &@?Qﬁ@m&iﬁ? to ask the angwey of a
troublesoms and speculative guestion. They wave beset by something of
the same false actitude that hounded the three friemds of Job vhen they
insisted that he must have simmed terribly, else he would not hsve been
so afflicted. Sc they ask, "Rabbi, who simped, thie man, ox his parents,
that he should be borm blind?" Jesus answers so as to indicate that
neither he nor his pavents had sioned im such & w@ynas to cause thie
affliction, He does not maintain that they never commltted eay sins,

Christ here shows that thers mey be othex masons for sorrow than personal
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or fawily sins. e tells them that the man wee boram blind “that the

s

works of God should be made manifest in him.” That 1s, the mirvaculous

works which God alone could perform. Theve iz ©o veason to take a2
conjecturael journey at this point and attempt Lo probe the wind and providence
of the infinite Being. God will vindicate his own honor, and we may

accept the sayiog im simple faith. However, €od often cz2lls upon hia
children to suffer that they themeelves may be purified and that they

may show his glory to others, Verse four illustrates emphatically the

fzet that we must work while opportunity presents itself, else the



-
opportunity will ellp past. He continues by assgerting that he Is the
“1ight of the world.” Then the lowd spat @ﬁ the ground and m&éa gi&y;
He applied this preparation to the blind man's eyes, pgéﬁﬁbiy meking the
man more conscious than before of his blindness - heightenimg conviction.
Then comes the test of faith - “Go, wash inm ﬂhé pool. of Siloam,™ Thé ‘

blind man oheved, snd "cemessaeing.” Mo long time was required for the
Biind man fo becowms &ﬁamgigm@d ﬁ@'éis%ﬁﬁﬁesﬁ é@agg as 2 baby must, buk
he saw all things clearly at omee. These observations seem to logicalily
follows

(1} YAlmost every miracle is a parable of radewption.”

{2} The maintenance of a calm and uotvoubled spivit is esgoantlal Lf
we ave Lo serve Christ to the best of our ability. Our Lord, in this
inptance, was just eacaping from the Jews who were attempting to stone
him. But even is such & Rryimg situation, he hﬁg time to stop for the
Blind men, He never lost his mental and spizitusl equilibriuvm., His

unbroken peace snd tranquility of spirit was an importan: element of
powar in his Eiﬁ e, This is essential if we are to keep abreast of ocur
work, and sccomplish each task in its own hour.

(33 The raising of questionz in the purely speculative vealm intex-
feres with the pressing dutiss of practical life. ‘Thus Paul warns Timothy,
“Poolish and ignorant questions refuse, knowing thet they gender sirifes,”
So the Lord hastily puts 2side the question of the disciples and proceeds

the practical duty at hand. And so should ﬁ%; Cherist did the sama
on other cccasions: When hisz followers asked, "Aze there few that ave
gavad?” he replled, “gtrive ve to emtey in at the stwvalt gate.” 4And

when Peter asks what John iz to do after belng fovewsrned of his own

death, Christ amswers, "What is that to thee? Follow thou ma,"  Let us



-

be sparved from speculation - to promote the practical.

“Seeret things bhelong unto the Lord ocuy God; but
cthogse thisgs which are revezled belopg uwoto us amd to
our children forever, that we mey de all the words of this
law.”" Deut. 29:29.



